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CONFIDENTIAL TUNIS 1752 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, TS 

SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT RELEASES ORGANIZERS OF FEBRUARY 24 
DEMONSTRATION 

REF: TUNIS 1567 

1 . SEMI-INDEPENDENT DAILY "LE TEMPS" PUBLISHED UPI ITEM 
MARCH 15 REPORTING THAT GOT HAD RELEASED 13 PERSONS HELD 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE FEBRUARY 24 DEMONSTRATION. AS 
REPORTED REFTEL, THESE INDIVIDUALS HAD BEEN SCHEDULED TO 
GO ON TRIAL WEEK OF FEBRUARY 28 BUT TRIALS WERE CANCELED 
WITHOUT EXPLANATION. GOT HAS NOT PUBLICLY 
CONFIRMED STORY. UPI REPORT SAID 13 COULD BE SUBJECT TO 
"ADMINISTRATIVE DISCIPLINE," WHICH COULD MEAN EXPULSION 
FROM THE UNIVERSITY OR TERMINATION OF SCHOLARSHIP STIPENDS, 

OR NOTHING AT ALL. 

2. RELEASE WITHOUT TRIAL OF ORGANIZERS OF VIOLENT PUBLIC 
DEMONSTRATION IS A SIGNIFICANT DEPARTURE FROM PREVIOUS 
GOT POLICY. OBSERVERS WILL CERTAINLY LINK THIS OVER 

TO INTERIOR MINISTER BELKHODJA'S RECENT SPEECHES CALLING 
FOR TOLERANCE AND UNDERSTANDING OF YOUTH AND INTERPRET 
IT AS CONCILIATORY GESTURE. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TUNIS 01752 161151Z 

3 IT APPEARS THAT BELKHODJA IS BEHIND THIS GOT ACTION, 

TAKEN TO CREATE THE MOST FAVORABLE CLIMATE POSSIBLE FOR 
SPECIAL CONGRESS OF THE GENERAL UNION OF TUNISIAN 
STUDENTS (UGET) SLATED FOR THE END OF MARCH. ALSO. 

RADICALS ON CAMPUS HAD BEGUN TO REKINDLE UNIVERSITY STRIKE 
LAST WEEK OVER CONTINUED DETENTION OF THE PERSONS ACCUSED 
OF ORGANIZING THE FEBRUARY 24 DEMONSTRATION AND GOVERN- 
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MENT APPARENTLY DOES NOT WANT TO CREATE ANY UNNECESSARY 
TROUBLE FOR ITSELF AT THIS JUNCTURE. WE CAN PRESUME THAT 
PRESIDENT PERSONALLY APPROVED RELEASE OF DETAINEES IN VIEW 
OF ISSUE'S DOMESTIC POLITICAL IMPORTANCE. 

4. WHILE BELKHODJA HAS BROUGHT TEMPORARY PEACE TO UNIVERSITY 
WITH RELEASE OF THE 13 ACCUSED, FAILURE TO PROSECUTE 
ORGANIZERS OF VIOLENT DEMONSTRATION BORDERS ON PER- 
MISSIVENESS AND MAY ENCOURAGE RADICAL ACTIVISTS 
TO MAKE 
BOLDER MOVES. 

MULCAHY 
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